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Soichiro Watanabe &A NERERS)

We arrived at North Cyprus on 12th March for 3 weeks
holiday and due to go back on 2nd April. Cyprus lock
down started few days after we had a lovely time with
our friends in their apartment. We did 15 days self iso-
lation followed by the curfew 9pm to 6am.

Aweek later an ambulance and police car outside our friend
Keith's and his apartment was sealed off. Ambulance crews
worn the masks/groves and white outfit. We had a mighty
shock that our friend Keith died, he was only 62 years old.
My wife was so worried he might died by coronavirus.

Our flight go back to UK was cancelled and no more flights
in April/May. Travel insurance and Visa runs out on 11th
April so we were a bit of panic. On top of this we were not
able to go out. Some local helped us for shopping's We tried
contact to the travel insurance, airline and North Cyprus im-
migration. We use all our phone allowance over £100!!! and
most time listening the music, it is still ringing in my ear !!!!

British High Commission announced another Repatria-
tion flight on 2nd May. These rescue flights only give us
24 hours as we were in North (Turkish side) so no way we
can arrange few things before cross the border (Green
Line ) to South (Greek side). However this last one give
us 48 hours so we jumped in and reserved two seats. But
to organise to get to border was nightmare.

1 wait till airline to accept our reservation.

2 need Police permission go out in Curfew and get to
border before 6 am. These rescue flights always leave
in early mornings.

3 organise the Taxi to get to the border. Taxi driver
need the police permission as well.

BERT 'JI“'J—*T—E‘Z&JB'%’&TTEEX

4 have to be the check point by 6 am.
Waited till 9 pm on, we had a phone call to say that we
secured the seat , tried to find the Taxi driver after 9
pm inside restricted time zone. and who was willing to
take us to the border under the curfew.

We found the driver after many phone calls to local taxi
co after 11pm!! His name was Imram who used to live
in London for so many years and speak a good English.
Imran's taxi arrive at our apartment at 4:30 am. it was
still dark. We locked up the place and hurried to loaded
our luggage. The road was empty. We were worried
that the police would stop our taxi. We found out Imran
know where the police road blocks were.

We got to the check point 05:30 am. At Greek side of
check point after passes Turkish passport control, there
two officials from British H.C and one high ranking Army
British military base in Cyprus next to this check point
greeted us and helped us to board the coach. We set off
to Larnaca airport escorted by British Army at 7 am.

There were only 50 passengers on this repatriation flight,

only one occupied all three seast and given a mask plus
one bottle of small water each for 4 hours flight.
We safely arrived at London Heathrow airport. Another sur-
prise was no body wearing mask and no check at LHRI!!!
We were wearing the mask all the time in Cyprus for 2
months when we are outside, this was new law there.

It was like a movie such as escape from war torn country
in dark early morning escorted Army. This holiday we never
forget in life time 111111
S Watanabe...--~..MEMBR 601
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