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A Corona Escape in the English Countryside
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Three weeks ago, my family relocated to the in-laws' farm in the
countryside in the Wye Valley in Herefordshire, near the Welsh
border. So there are eight of us: my wife, son, two daughters,
brother-in-law, plus two big, black London cats. And they are
enjoying themselves with the local mice, moles, shrews, voles
and mating pheasants, thank you very much!

It was Mother's Day on Sunday, 22nd March, when we arrived.
This felt so strange, as it is the first time my mother-in-law is not
with us here. She passed away, sadly, with cancer at the end of
last year. The funeral was the Tuesday before election day, so
| did not campaign.

My father-in-law, who built the house and barns in 30 acres
of woodland, has been gone nearly seven years. There is no
mains gas, only greedy wood stoves, no television and the in-
ternet is slow. But my wife Victoria, an architect, has plans to
build a big new 'barn house’, with Japanese charred oak. My
main interest is the kitchen, though, for a good yakitori grill!
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There is actually a Japanese House already in the Wye Val-
ley - in Monmouthshire, just over the border in Wales, convert-
ed seven years ago by a Japanese-English couple. | miss my
favourite izakayas in London, of course - but have just made
a happy new discovery: there is now Japanese Matsuri food,
Miniyakis, at the river nearby. For after the Corona crisis, that is.
In the meantime, | am currently doing some consultancy work
with the creative industries, helping freelancers and the self-em-
ployed. My wife, sadly, is busy ‘furloughing’ many good people
in her team at the London conservation architecture practice,
where she is a director.

When not sleeping, my son is chopping wood, after his bar job
ended at Bristol University. My 18-year-old daughter's A Levels
have stopped and she is sad her school days have ended. But
a fortnight ago her sister had fun, on her 14th birthday, with a
first House Party online.

And there is cause for optimism. We adults, of course, have
learned new skills: how to Zoom and Skype. And with the delay
to the Tokyo Olympics, we can hope the Japan-UK Season of
Culture 2019-20 will now last a whole year longer,
FCERELEBO(EN

The Japanese House in Monmouthshire:
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/213217363583704731/
Miniyaki's at Symonds Yat on the River Wye: www.miniyakis.co.uk
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